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Some  ha^py  future  day  mothers  will  have  an  easier  time  shopping  for  chil- 
dren's clothes  than  they  have  now;  and  someday  youngsters  won't  have  to  wear  out 
uncomfortable  mistakes  that  Mother  made  because  she  had  no  reliable  guide  to  help 
her  in  buying  garments;  yes,  and  stores  and  manufacturers  will  have  less  trouble 
with  complaints  and  returned  goods  —  if  the  clothing  specialists  and  other  inter- 
ested people  have  their  way  on  this  matter  of  clothing  labels. 

Maybe  you've  never  taken  the  tags  on  your  children's  togs  seriously. 
Well,  you  know,  we  women  have  for  years  been  depending  on  labels  to  help  us  buy 
prepared  food.     So  the  clothing  specialists  now  argue:     "Why  shouldn't  prepared 
clothing  also  have  labels  to  help  the  buyer?"    Of  course,  they  mean  good  labels  — 
the  kind  that  give  the  facts  we  need  to  know  about  ready-made  garments  before  we 
put  our  money  down. 

Prospects  in  recent  years  have  begun  to  look  more  hopeful  on  this  matter 
of  clothing  tags.    Labels  and  more  labels  are  appearing  on  children's  garments. 
That's  a  step  in  the  right  direction  at  least.    But  the  trouble  at  present  is  that 
few  of  these  tags  are  really  informative.     Some  give  definite  and  helpful  informa- 
tion.   But  many  others  only  give  half-truths.     Some  are  simply  a  lot  of  big- 
sounding  words  that  actually  tell  nothing.    Worse  still,   some  are  actually  mis- 
leading. 

Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  what  facts  you  would  like  to  find  all  printed 
or.  an  attached  card  before  you  buy  a  suit  for  Junior  or  a  dress  for  Mary  Ann? 

Well,  my  friends  who  are  mothers  tell  me  that  they  would  like  to  know 
first  thing  how  the  garment  will  wash.     Children's  clothes  have  to  stand  washing 
and  hard  washing.    Underwear,  dresses,   little  boys'   suits,   rompers  and  so  on  are 
a  sad  waste  of  money  if  they  change  in  size  or  color  in  the  washtub.     So  a  helpful 
tag  should  give  you  the  true  facts  about  shrinkage  and  color. 

Any  mother  who  buys  ready-made s  would  like  to  have  assurance  that  they 
v/on't  shrink  —  or  at  least  she  would  like  to  know  how  much  shrinkage  to  expect. 
Some  tags  you  find  on  youngster's  clothes  do  give  a  definite  statement  about 
shrinkage  in  clear  words  like  "Pally  shrunk'1  or  "Completely  shrunk"  or  "Will  not 
shrink."    A  label  like  that  is  something  to  depend  on.    But  you  aren't  on  firm 
ground  at  all  with  a  label  that  uses  an  indefinite  term  like  "Pre- shrunk"  or 
"Supershrunk."    These  only  mean  that  the  fabric  has  been  through  some  kind  of  a 
shrinking  -orocoss;  they  don't  prove  at  all  that  the  garment  won't  do  a  lot  more 
shrinking  when  you  wash  it  at  home.    Another  label  that  gives  you  very  little 
help  says,  "Will  not  shrink  out  of  fit."    Well,  the  catch  here  is  that  you  and 
your  merchant  might  disagree  as  to  what  "fit"  is. 
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So  the  tag  to  tie  your  faith  to  is  never  the  one  with  vague  wording.  It's 
the  straight-forward,  clearly  expressed  statement  of  shrinkage. 

And  that  reminds  me  of  certain  labels  on  youngster's  clothes  marked 
"Washable."    That  word  can  fool  the  unwary  too.    Often  it  only  means  that  you  can 
wash  the  garment  if  you  want  to  and  is  no  guarantee  that  the  fabric  won't  shrink 
or  that  the  color  won't  run  —  just  another  evasive  answer  to  the  questions  of  the 
puzzled  shopper. 

As  for  this  matter  of  color  —  another  point  that  any  mother  wants  made 
clear  before  she  buys,  here  again  you'll  find  labels  that  are  helpful  and  those 
that  aren't.    A  label  that  says,   "Color  fast  to  sun  and  washing"  is  a  help  because 
it's  definite.    So  is  a  tag  with  the  complete  statement:     "Colors  fast  to  soap  and 
water,   sun  and  weather,  perspiration  —  anything  they  encounter  as  wash  fabrics." 
You  can  also  count  on  the  statement,   "Vat  dye."    But  a  phrase  like  "Fast  color" 
isn't  explicit  enough;   it  might  mean  that  the  dye  was  fast  to  washing  but  not  to 
sun,  or  vice  versa.    Another  reliable  label  is  the  "ITafal"  mark.     When  you.  see  a 
garment  labeled  "IJafal- tested  fast  color",  you  can  count  on  the  color  being  fast 
to  sun  and  washing.     Since  children's  clothes  must  stand  not  only  hard  frequent 
washing  but  must  also  see 'a  good  deal  of  sunshine^,  this  matter  of  color  is  most 
.port ant  on  any  helpful  tag. 

Another  fact  that  most  mothers  want  to  know  about  underwear  and  outdoor 
clothes  is  fiber  content.    Are  you.  buying  all  wool  underwear  for  Johnny,  or  wool 
and  silk,  or  wool  and  cotton,   etc.?     If  the  fabric  is  a  combination,  you  want  to 
know  how  much  of  the  different  fibers  it  contains.    A  tag  that  says  "100  x^ercent 
wool"  leaves  no  room  for  doubt  about  fiber  content,  but  one  that  says  just  "wool 
and  cotton"  or  "lisle  and  silk"  doesn't  tell  you  how  much  of  these  different  fibers 
it  contains.    Then,  often,  you  would  like  to  know  the  quality  of  the  fiber.     Is  the 
vrool  long-fiber,  or  is  it  short,  broken  and  re-worked;  is  it  soft,  or  stiff  and 
scratchy?     These  are  facts  that  indicate  how  the  garment  will  wear  and  how  comfort- 
able it  will  be  on  the  child.     Soft  wool  might  be  most  suitable  for  a  bathing  suit 
or  small  sweater  whereas  stiffer  wool  might  do  for  other  uses.     So  a  tag  that  says 
something  like  "Made  of  2-thread  pare  Australian  wool"  is  more  helpful  than  the 
one  that  merely  says  "100  percent  wool"  because  it  indicates  a  soft-quality  fiber. 

Still  other  lab  el- information  that  would  help  mothers  is  about  size.  But 
so  far,   sizes  in  children's  clothes  haven't  been  standardized  and  manufacturers  use 
their  own  systems  which  are  as  varied  as  the  brands.    Usually  they  go  by  the  year  — 
size  6  is  for  the  six-year-old  child,  and  so  on.     But  this  is  unreliable  since 
children  vary  so  ouch  in  size  for  their  age.    More  helpful  would  be  measurements 
of  chest,  waist,   length  and  the  like  —  depending  on  the  type  of  garment  it  is. 
But  of  course  that  would  mean  taking  more  care  on  your  own  part,  but  altogether 
it  would  be  better  than  the  "guess"  plan  now  in  use. 

A  label  would  also  help  some  mothers  if  it  mentioned  certain  good  features 
in  material,  design  or  construction.  For  example,  some  labels  you  see  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  dress  has  a  five-inch  hem.  There's  a  feature  that  ought 
to  interest  any  thrifty  mother  with  a  rapidly  growing  daughter  who  has  to  have  her 
clothes  lengthened  frequently.  Then,  certain  sleeping  suits  have  tagi  that  mention 
buttons  that  will  not  pull  off.  And  some  pajamas  for  children  are  marked  "balloon 
seats  —  full  cut  with  room  for  bending,  playing  and  sleeping." 
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But  such  special-feature  labels  have  their  value  in  calling  your  attention 
to  these  features.    So:.ietioes  their  value  is  over-estimated  "by  the  manufacturer  and 
con  be  misleading.    Some  of  the  garments  narked  with  some  sort  of  self-help  fea- 
tures actually  won't  help  the  child  much. 

Well,  the  more  mothers  talk  and  "agitato"  for  better  tags  on  children's 
clothes,  the  sooner  Good-Tag  Day  will  arrive.     If  you  want  labels  that  tell  about 
shrinkage  and  color,  or  fiber-content  and  size,  or  special  helpful  features,  tell 
your  store  or  your  mail-order  house,  and  tell  it  often. 


